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October 12, 2020
BUDGET MESSAGE
To the Citizens of the Town of Simmesport,

Enclosed in the 2021 operating budget for the Town of Simmesport. The purpose of the budget
message is to identify objectives for the coming year, as well as the underlying assumptions made
in the projection of the revenues and related expenditures of the operations of the Town.

The budget is prepared using the modified accrual basis of accounting and is presented on a “line
item” basis with each item of revenue and expenditure being identified for your review. The budget
has been prepared to maintain all funds with positive balances as of June 30, 2021, the definition
of a balanced budget.

The summary on pages 4 and 5 shows that expenditures and financing uses for all funds of
$1,933,857 will be funded with budget revenues and other financing sources of $1,824,857. The
projected deficit of $109,000 includes depreciation expense recognized on the Town’s sewer
system of $117,500. The projected deficit will be funded using accumulated fund balances of prior
years.

Overview
Revenues
Local revenues from sales and use taxes represent about 25% of the total projected 2021 revenues.
Projected sales tax revenues are budgeted to decrease by 7% when compared to estimated 2019

sales tax revenues. Interfund transfers in 2021 include $175,000 from the utility operations to the
General Fund to assist with personnel costs, public safety and highway and street expenditures.



Expenditures

Total expenditures are budgeted to decrease by approximately $257,250. Of this amount, $332,000
is related to a decrease personnel cost. Additionally, general government expenditures are
projected to decrease by 29%, public safety expenditures are projected to decrease by 28% and
streets and drainage expenses are expected to increase by 11% for a total General Fund decrase in
expenses estimated at 17%, all of which are attributable to a decrease in personnel costs.

Conclusion

Alderman Turner, Alderman Marsh, Alderman Brown, Alderman Bell, and Alderman Bordelon
join me in the goal of improving the quality of life for Simmesport’s residents while preserving
the heritage that makes our Town unique. All of us, along with the Town’s employees, are here

to serve you. We value your input and ideas to make Simmesport a better place both now and in
the future for our children and grandchildren.

Sincerely,

Mayor Leslie Draper, Il
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